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" No doubt, that under the Government Circulars, the Collectors are
~ also required to sponsor the names of eligible candidates to the recruitment
authority.

However, since we have already held herein above, that the district-wise reservation is
not permissible under the Constitution, the candidates from the other districts, who are
project affected persons, would also be entitled to compete with the candidates who
are sponsored by the Collector. In the absence of the advertisement, it will not be
possible for them to get knowledge about recruitment process initiated in the areas
beyond their district. We, therefore, find that in order to ensure the equality of
opportunity which is guaranteed in the matter of employment under Article 16 of the
Constitution, it would be necessary that the posts reserved for project affected persons
are advertised so that all the eligible candidates can submit their applications and get
an opportunity to compete with others in their category.

We accordingly answer the issue referred to us, as under :

" That, the project affected persons connot be appointed without
advertising the posts ignoring their qualifications and merit.”
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